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In 2013/14, UWKC entered into a year-long engagement 
with the Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, 
which has significantly impacted our understanding 

of our community. Working with a Harwood coach, we 
learned to turn outward to 
our community and focus 
on people’s aspirations for 
themselves, their families and their neighbors.

We traveled across Kern County’s 8,000 square miles 
conducting community conversations, which helped 
us develop a deeper understanding of our diverse 
county and its people. As we compiled results of these 
conversations, we realized that the unifying theme of 
every single conversation was ‘community.’ People yearn 
to be part of a community, and they believe in the power 
of community to address our challenges.

United Way of Kern County is dedicated to addressing 
complex issues by mobilizing individuals and 
organizations with the passion, expertise and resources 
needed to get things done. We are creating ways for 
people to come together as communities, to listen to one 
another, set and achieve goals, and then build on those 
successes. We invite you to join us.
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Turning outward

Why engage with us in this work?
Because together — as a team of individuals who care about 
the same things — we can make our community stronger.
You know how they say, “it takes a village?”
Well, turns out it does.

We are listening…
Across Kern County, people are telling us what they aspire 
for their neighborhoods. Big city and small rural community 
— the same themes resonate over and over:



Promoting early childhood literacy

836 parents
received new parent tool kits 

1,115 books
were distributed to new readers

3 
   trails 

in Kern County impact 
more than 10,000 families

®

Family 
engagement 
directly affects 
academic 
achievement

We know the foundation for reading begins at birth, or even before. By listening 
to and interacting with parents and caregivers, very young children are taking 
the first steps toward success in school. Research tells us that children who read 
proficiently by third grade are more likely to succeed. Those who lag behind in 
reading are at much higher risk of failing, and ultimately dropping out of school.
 
For these reasons, United Way of Kern County focuses on early childhood 
literacy as a key component in efforts to improve educational outcomes. Our 
Born Learning Initiative is designed to help parents embrace their role as their 
children’s first teacher with books, activities and other tools. Through the Raising 
a Reader Program, we are providing families access to books and developing a 
love of reading among preschoolers.



57 people
purchased a house, started a 
business or went back to school

Improving the financial stability of families

1,000 families
were helped by the VITA program and 
realized $1.4 million in income tax refunds

503 people
completed financial literacy workshops 

When Tanya Guerrero enrolled in UWKC’s 
Financial Independence Starts Here (FISH) 
program, she was planning to use the 
money she saved to go to school. Then  
life intervened.
 
At the time she was 
the single mother of a 
daughter, living with 
her mother while she 
was going to college. 
When her mother died, 
Tanya needed to find a 
stable place for herself 
and her daughter 
to live. The money she saved in the FISH 
program, along with a 2-to-1 match, allowed 
her to make a down payment on a home.
 
The first-time homeowner recounts that, 
“It was something that brought pride and a 
sense of ownership and stability at a time I 
needed it in my life.” Despite all the things 
going on in her life Tanya has continued to 
attend school and is on schedule to graduate 
with her bachelor’s degree in 2015.
 
Thanks to your giving and volunteer efforts, 
we can continue to help local residents build 
up not only financial assets but their own 
sense of self-worth and confidence.

Personal assets  
are the key to  
financial stability



Improving access to health care

The FamilyWize program has saved  
Kern County residents

$5 million
26,000 people
received information about  
accessing health care

Kern County is the 
hungriest region in 
America – 28.7% of its 
population categorized 
as ‘food insecure’ 

Launched in January 2013 as a collaborative effort between United 
Way of Kern County, Community Action Partnership of Kern (CAPK) 
and The California Endowment, the Kern Food Policy Council seeks 
to understand and address the issues that challenge our local food 
system through community education, strengthened food access 
and food policy advocacy. 

Fourteen organizations are represented on the KFPC steering 
committee, including Kern Farm Bureau, UC Cooperative Extension, 
Kaiser Permanente, and the Housing Authority of the County 
of Kern. This past year, KFPC became a ratified member of the 
California Food Policy Council.
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It’s clear many 
families are 
on the brink of 
being homeless

United Way of Kern County is 
a leader in the fight against 
homelessness, serving as fiscal 
agent and collaborative applicant 
of the Kern County Homeless 
Collaborative (KCHC).

We partner with more than 
two dozen organizations in a 
community-wide, coordinated 
effort to end homelessness in our 
county.

UWKC submits the Collaborative’s 
annual application for funding to 
the US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
resulting in $3 to $5 million 
coming to our county for work to 
end and prevent homelessness.

In 2014 UWKC also provided 
more than $230,000 in grants 
to nonprofit agencies — funded 
by donor dollars — for homeless 
services.

On any given night 

1,000 people 
are homeless

Collaborating to end homelessness

The Goal: Of Kern County homeless 

End veteran homelessness 
by 2015; chronic homelessness by 2016;  
and family and youth homelessness by 2020.

20% arechildren 



United Way Of Kern County, Inc.
Statements of Financial Position June 30, 2014 and 2013

ASSETS 2014 Audited 2013 Audited
Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 467,431 $ 491,986
Unconditional promises to give, net of allowance for uncollectible
promises 2014 $293,019; 2013 $309,809 516,060 578,742
Other receivable 27,275 4,491
Investments (Notes 2 and 3) 453,917 656,521
Prepaid expenses 33,761 34,261

Total current assets 1,498,444 1,766,001

Property and Equipment
Building and improvements 4,931 4,931
Equipment 176,037 176,037
 180,968 180,968
Less accumulated depreciation 160,758 145,694

 20,210 35,274
Total assets $ 1,518,654 $ 1,801,275

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities

Grants payable $ 249,500 $ 263,000
Designations payable 74,299 80,812
Accounts payable 5,638 6,240
Accrued expenses 58,037 54,392
Deferred revenue 30,745 214,086

Total current liabilities 418,219 618,530

Commitments (Note 4)

Net Assets
Unrestricted 1,100,435 1,182,745

Total liabilities and net assets $ 1,518,654 $ 1,801,275

REVENUE: $2,451,190 EXPENSES: $2,418,317

A complete financial report is available at UWKC.org

n Gross Campaign Revenue     n Grants     n Special Event Revenue     
n Misc. Income     n Gain on Investments     n Service Fees

n Grants to Agencies & Individuals      
n Donor Designations to Agencies     n Program Services      

n Management & General     n Fundraising
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Financial information



Thank you for your support

United Way of Kern County   •   5405 Stockdale Hwy, Ste 200, Bakersfield, CA 93309   •   (661) 834-1820   •   info@uwkern.org

Celebrating the generosity of donors
who made gifts to United Way of Kern County  

Community Impact Fund, Focus Areas and Initiatives 

July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014

GOLDEN PARTNERS
Workplace Campaigns, Corporate, and Foundation Donors 

 with combined gift totals exceeding $25,000

DIAMOND  
$10,000 or more
n The Bakersfield Californian 

Foundation
n Bank of America
n Gaurdie E. Banister, Jr.
n Rayburn and Joan Dezember
n Mayor Harvey L. Hall
n Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company
n Union Bank

 

n AT&T
n California State Employees Charitable 

Campaign
n Chevron
n Costco
n Dignity Health
n Employees of the County of Kern

n Freeport McMoran Oil & Gas
n Kaiser Permanente
n Kern Community Foundation – Aera 

Energy Fund
n Target
n UPS
n Wells Fargo

LEADERSHIP DONORS

WOMEN’S  
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
UWKC Women’s Leadership 
Council (WLC) engages women in 
philanthropic efforts to support the work 
of United Way of Kern County. The WLC 
offers women, who make gifts of $1,000 
or more annually, the opportunity to give, 
advocate and volunteer. Members have 
fun while making a difference.

There were 43 members in 2013-14.  
A list of members and more information  
is available at uwkern.org/wlc. 

LOYAL CONTRIBUTORS
Donors who have made gifts of any size for 
10 or more years and give their permission 
are considered Loyal Contributors. In  
2013-14 we recognized 132 continuing 
Loyal Contributors. If you have been giving 
for more than 10 years and have not yet 
been recognized, please contact Casey 
Knaak at casey.k@uwkern.org.

 @UnitedWayKern UWKern.org• •

PLATINUM  
$5,000 to $9,999
n Baker Hughes
n BNSF Foundation
n Joseph W. Carrieri
n Danielle M. Davis
n Dollar General
n Shirley J. Gordon
n Walmart
n David Wiebe

GOLD  
$2,400 to $4,999
n Robert Alberstadt
n John Bair
n Bakersfield Electric 

Motor Repair

n Berry Petroleum
n The California Endowment
n Joann Conrad
n Kirby Evenson
n Della Hodson
n Javier Lozano
n Horace Mitchell
n David Mut
n Kurt Neher
n Dennis Newman
n David Niewiara
n Dale Pruden
n Dylan Pugh
n Gary Scroggs
n Christopher Smizer
n Urner’s
n David Wagner 


